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Hawks, Who fended 


Now Disclosing Details Or Arms “\egoue=—— Arms Negotiations | 
Deciding the future of the world in a fishibow! ____— : 


BY ROBERT G. KAISER; 2 os 
The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks are certainly the most 
sensitive of international negotiations, yet in the past few 
months they have also become the most open. In October, ‘a 
detailed account of the emerging shape of the next SALT agree- 
ments appeared in The New York Times, as thorough a leak 
regarding ongoing international negotiations of this kind as has 
ever been printed. And there have been more leaks since. 
There seem to be no. precedents for this. The Times and The 
Washington Post published SALT leaks during the first Nixon 
administration, but they contained only isolated pieces of hard 
information, or generalized statements of Soviet and American 
bargaining positions. This time we have seen all the key num- 
bers, particularly numbers of different kinds of weapons to be. 
permitted to each side. Nixon sent the Plumbers to track down 
SALT leaks but, so far, Carter has turned the other cheek. 
For spectators of the news business, this episode has been 
intriguing. A few interested reporters have now become pattici- 
pants in the arcane SALT process. Hawks who once bemoaned 
leaks have become leakers themselves. Doves have used. 
published leaks to try to undercut the hawks, a reversal of tradi-- 
tional roles. , a | 
Because of leaks to the press, the public debate over SALT 
JI—as this round of the negotiations is called—has begun 
months before any agreement actually can be signed with the 


Soviet Union. J 
nets 


_____The Offensive Arms Race _“~_ 


Of all the United States’ diplomatic initiatives in recent times, 
only Kissinger’s elaborate efforts to find a negotiated way out of 
Vietnam match the SALT process in complexity. Lyndon B. 
Johnson tried unsuccessfully to get SALT going in 1968. Nixon 
and Kissinger succeeded in 1969. The first treaty was significant 
primarily because it bound both superpowers to accept a status 
of mutual vulnerability to the other’s strategic weapons. It did 
this by banning Anti-Ballistic Missiles (ABM’s), at that time the 
only known possible defense against intercontinental rockets 
armed with hydrogen weapons. The first SALT agreements also 
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five years, limiting 
and submarine-based missiles and long-range bombers. 

Under SALT I, the Soviet Union was permitted more offen- 
sive missiles than the United States, on the theory that Amieri- 
can technology—particularly muttiple-warhead technology— 
gave the U.S. an advantage that the Soviets could only compen- 
sate for with larger overall numbers of rockets. But when the | - = 
Senate approved that agreement, it also passed a resolution call- 
ing on future SALT negotiators to ae sure that the next 
a i ‘ r offensive missiles on 
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SALT I did little, ifanything, to slow down the offensive arms 
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